
Alappuzha unit of Krlshi Vignan Kendra wins accolades
Functioning from the premises of CPCRI,it has contributed to innovative farming practices

Aviewof green gram cultivation undertaken inALappuzha
under the guidance of KrishiVignanKendra,ALappuzha.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
ALAPPUZHA
The Krishi Vignan Kendra,
Alappuzha, of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search, has been adjudged
the best in 2016among more
than 50 kendras of the
Bengaluru-based zone com-
prising Karnataka, Kerala
and Lakshadweep. The
kendra has been selected for
the award in recognition of
the integrated efforts under-
taken by it to improve farm-
ing practices.
The kendra, based at

Krishnapuram in Kayamku-
lam, on the premises of the

Central Plantation Crops Re-
search Institute (CPCRI),has
contributed in a variety of
ways to incorporate innovat-
ive farming practices, result-
ing in expansion of area un-
der farming and better
harvest.
Certain areas were given

particular focus with a view
to converting fallow land
into productive fields apart
from implementing farmer-
friendly technologies, P.Mur-
alidharan, head of the Alap-
puzha kendra, said.
Technologies under the

National Innovations on Cli-
mate Resilient Agriculture

(NICRA)were implemented
in selected farm fields in
Muttar grama panchayat.
Acidity control of the soil
and .scientiflc application of
fertilizers and pest manage-
ment using bio-control
agents were among the ap-
plied technologies which
had helped farmers in redu-
cing the cost of cultivation
and improving-the-yield.
Taking up green gram cul-

tivation in fallow land was
another successful opera-
tion done under the supervi-
sion of the kendra.
The farmers adopting the

innovative methods got an

additional profit of ~8,000 to
no,ooo an acre. Innovative
methods for poultry farming
suited to areas prone to flood-
ing, weed composting and
value addition were demon-
strated to about 140 farmers at
Muttar.
An integrated farming

model for paddy, coconut, ba-
nana, vegetables, dairy,
poultry, duck rearing, fisher-
ies and mushroom was con-
ceptualised with appropriate
interventions for the Kuttanad
area, according to him.
The award is to be distrib-

uted at a function to be held in
NewDelhi on July 14.

The HINDU dt 06/07/2017


